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Curriculum Vitae 
 

Prof. Dr Angeliki Ziaka 

Email: Angeliki.Ziaka@wcc-coe.org | Phone:  0041 (0) 22 791 60 93 | 0030 6972328626 (WhatsApp) 

 

 

Current Position 

Programme Executive for Interreligious Dialogue and Cooperation. World Council of 

Churches (WCC), Geneva 

Since August 2024 

 

Academic Position (on leave) 

Professor of the Study of Religion and Interreligious Dialogue, School of Theology, Aristotle 

University of Thessaloniki, Greece 

March 2006 – August 2024 (on leave)   

 

Education 

 PhD History of Religions – University of Strasbourg, France (2002)- Scholarship Holder 

of the French Government 

 DEA Catholic Faculty, University of Strasbourg (1993-1994) 

 Postgraduate Studies, Pontifical Council for Arabic and Islamic Studies, Rome (1994–

1995)- Vatican Scholarship, Catholic Committee for Cultural Collaboration with the 

Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox Churches 

 Bachelor School of Theology, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (1989-1993) 
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Fellowships & Visiting Appointments 

 Research Fellow, Leiden University Centre for the Study of Islam and Society (LUCIS), 

Netherlands (fall 2014) 

 Research Fellow, Middle East Institute, Columbia University, New York (spring 2017) 

 

Selected Leadership, Initiatives, Graduate Supervisions (MA & PhD), and Academic 

Service 

 Academic coordinator, BA Programme in Islamic Studies, Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki 

 Lead organizer of training programs for Christian and Muslim school educators on 

interfaith and intercultural understanding 

 Contributing specialist to the Religious Education curriculum, Hellenic Ministry of 

Education 

 Member of Experts for the integration of refugee children in public schools of Greece, 

Hellenic Ministry of Education 

 Supervised over 40 Master’s theses and 7 PhD dissertations 

 Co-supervised over 140 Master’s theses and 25 PhD dissertations 

 Participation in Faculty Selection and Promotion Committees at different universities 

and faculties and countries 

 

Research & Teaching Interests 

 Early and medieval Islamic Kalam 

 Byzantine and post-Byzantine literature on Islam 

 Shiʻa and Ibadi Islam 

 Religious-political dynamics in the Middle East and Balkans 

 Interreligious Dialogue  

 Religious Education in secular and religious contexts 

 Asian Religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto and Bon-Po) 

 

Public Lectures, Research Projects and Conferences 

She has participated in numerous international and local conferences related to her field of 

expertise, served as scientific coordinator in European and international research projects, 

and contributed to public discourse at the local level on issues concerning religious 

diversity, inclusion, and reconciliation. 

 ICE Project-Innovative Cultural Experience: ICE Project (En) 
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 “Lifelong Learning Programme for Christian and Muslim Theologians of Thrace on Issues 

Related to the Teaching of Religion, Religious Otherness and Intercultural Religious 

Education: Πρόγραμμα Δια Βίου Μάθησης για Θεολόγους ΠΕ01 και Ιεροδιδασκάλους του 

Ισλάμ – Άλλος ένας ιστότοπος Websites – Υπηρεσία Δημιουργίας Ιστοχώρων 

 

Languages 

Greek (native), English (fluent), French (fluent), Italian (good), Arabic (medium) 

 

Selected Publications 

Books and Editions 

 “Reconfiguring Interfaith Work: Lessons from the Field.” Current Dialogue, The 

Ecumenical Review, Volume 76, Issue 5, World Council of Churches Publication: Wiley, 

2024. 

 Islam and Political Messianism (in Greek), Publications of University of Macedonia: 

Thessaloniki, 2022. 

 Kalam and Islamic thought (in Greek), Publications of University of Macedonia: 

Thessaloniki, 2016. 

 Jerzy Zdanowski and Angeliki Ziaka (Eds), The Declaration of His Majesty Sultan 

Qaboos, Towards a Harmonious Human Community, Georg Olms Verlag: Hildesheim, 

2022, 464 pages. 

 The Silk Roads between China and Oman, Zhiming Fu, Angeliki Ziaka (Eds.), Studies on 

Ibadism and Oman, vol. 16, Olms Publishing, Hildesheim, London, N.Y., 2022, 245 pages. 

 Local and Global Ibadi Identities, Yohei Kondo, Angeliki Ziaka (Eds.), Studies on 

Ibadism and Oman, vol. 13, Olms Publishing, Hildesheim, London, N.Y., 2019, 407 pages. 

 Intercultural religious education and Islamic studies. Challenges and Perspectives in 

Greece, Europe and the USA, Maistros, Athens, 2016 (European Programme, code 

90792). Bilingual edition Greek and English, 405 pages. 

 Shaikh Abdullah Al-Salmi, Religiöse Toleranz. Eine Vision / Religious Tolerance. A 

vision. Edited with an Ιintroduction by Angeliki Ziaka, Olms Publishing, Hildesheim, 

London, N.Y., 2015, 560 pages. 

 Οn Ibadism (ed.), Series Ibadism and Oman, vol. 3, Olms Publishing, Hildesheim, 

London, N.Y., 2014, 232 pages. 

 Religion and conflict. Essays on the Origins of Religious Conflicts and Resolution 

Approaches, A. Ziaka, E. Einykel [et al.] (eds.), Harptree Publishing, London, 2010, 426 

pages. 

 La recherche grecque contemporaine et l’Islam, thèse pour obtenir le grade de docteur 

de  l’université Marc Bloch, Strasbourg, 28 juin 2002, 424 pages (PhD), Published by 

the Atèlier National de Reproduction des Thèses (ANRT), thèse à la carte, Lille 2004.  
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 L’art et l’architecture à Byzance et en l’Islam. Une approche comparative, Diplôme des 

Etudes Approfondies (DEA), Faculté de Théologie Catholique, Strasbourg, novembre 

1994. 

 

Articles 

 «La connaissance de l’Iran et de l’islam shi‘ite en Grece », Nouvelle Revue des Etudes 

Iraniennes,  no 1, εκδ. ΙFRI, Tehran-Paris, 2008, 203-220.  

 “Muslims and Muslim education in Greece”, in Islamic Education in Europe, Ednan Aslan 

(ed.), Böhlau Verlag, Vienna, 2009, 141-178. 

 “Interreligious dialogue in promoting peace and overcoming religious conflicts”, in 

Religion and Conflict. Essays on the Origins of Religious Conflicts and Resolution 

Approaches, A. Ziaka, E. Eynikel [et al] (eds.), Harptree Publishing, London, 2010, 251-

290. 

 Angeliki Ziaka and N. Papageorgiou, “Constructing Religion and Conflict Studies in 

Europe”, in Religion and Conflict. Essays on the Origins of Religious Conflicts and 

Resolution Approaches, A. Ziaka, E. Eynikel [et al] (eds.), Harptree Publishing, London, 

2010, pp. xxviii-xlviii + appendix, 543-561. 

 « Le dialogue interreligieux dans le contexte grec, » ed. J. – M. Aveline, Sur le Chemin de 

l’autre, Publications Chemins de Dialogue, Marseille, 2011, 57-80. 

 “The East European View”, in Oman and Overseas, Vol. 2, Series on Ibadism and Oman, 

Olms Publishing, Olms Publishing, Hildesheim-London-N.Y., 2012, 481-491. 

 “The Implementation of Shar’ia in Greece”, in Maurits Berger (ed.), Applying Shari’a in 

the West, Leiden, Brill (LUCIS Series), 2013, 125-140. 

 « Grégoire Palamas et le dialogue avec l’Islam », in George Arabatzis (ed.), L’actualité de 

la Pensée  Byzantine, Byzantinische Forschungen, Band XXXI, 2013,. 95-121. 

 “Orthodoxy and Islam. Major Concerns for Orthodox engagement”, in P. Kalaitzidis et als. 

(eds.), Orthodox Handbook on Ecumenism, Volos Academy-WCC-Regnum Books, 2014, 

714-724. 

 Niki Papageorgiou & Angeliki Ziaka, «Οι Χριστιανικές Εκκλησίες στη Μέση Ανατολή: 

προκλήσεις και προοπτικές» / “LE CHIESE CRISTIANE DEL MEDIO ORIENTE: Sfide e 

prospettive”, AA.VV., La testimonianza della Chiesa nel mondo contemporaneo, a cura di 

L. Bianchi, ed. San Leopoldo,  Padova 2013, 235-250. 

 “The Roots of the Usul al-fiqh in the Ibadi kalam. A comparison between Abu Said al-

Kudami and  Ibn Baraka”, in Series on Ibadism and Oman, vol. 5, Olms Publishing, 

Hildesheim-London-N.Y., 2015, 93-102  

 with Koukounaras Liagkis, M. & A. Ziaka, in European Journal of Social Sciences 

Education and Research, “Religious Education in Greece-Orthodox Christianity, Islam 

and Secularity”, 2015, 5 (1), 44-53.  

 “Rearticulating a Christian Muslim Understanding. Gennadios Scholarios and George 

Amiroutzes on Islam”, in Studies in Church History. Christianity and Religious Plurality, 

vol. 51 (2015), 150-165. 
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 “Women in Interreligious Dialogue within the WCC and Orthodox christianity’s 

initiatives,” ed. Eleni Kasselouri, Fulata MBano, Aik. Pekridou, Many Women were also 

there…, Geneva, Volos, WCC, Volos Academy for Theological Studies, 2010, 165-180. 

 “The sources and Paths of Dissemination of Aristotelian Thought in Arabic-Islamic 

civilization”, Ignatius IV of Antioch, Festschrift in the Honor of His Beatitude Ignatius IV 

(Hazim), Patriarch of Antioch and All East, University of Balamand, Cologne 2015, 287-

300. 

 “Interreligious Challenges and Engagements for Churches and Islam in Europe,” 

Ortodoksia 56, Lightpress, Kaarina 2016, 86-116.  

 “Early Ibāḍi Writings as Historical and Theological Sources”, in Today’s Perspectives on 

Ibadi History (Eisener Reinhard ed.), Series on Ibadism and Oman, vol. 7, Olms 

Publishing, HildesheimLondon-N.Y., 2017, 99-108. 

 “Redefining Ibadi Identity through Religious Discourse in the Time of the Nahda”, in 

Oman, Ibadism and Modernity Abdulrahman Al Salimi, Eisener Reinhard eds.), Series on 

Ibadism and Oman, vol. 12, Olms Publishing, Hildesheim-London-N.Y., 2018, 45-52. 

 “Ibadi Spirituality in North Africa” in series Africana Ambrosiana II, ed. By Pierluigi 

Valsecchi, Person, Trascendance, Powers in Africa, Academia Ambrosiana, Centro 

Ambrosiano, 2019, 159-165.  

 “Paradise. The quest for gardens of divine beauty according to the Sufis”, in Islamic 

Gardens (Proceedings of the 1st International Conference MOHA Center, Kavala 2015), 

MOHA, Kavala, 2019, 144-155. 

 with Niki Papageorgiou, “Tradition and Modernity: Shaping Oman’s Religious Identity”, 

Local and Global Ibadi Identities (Yohei Kondo, Angeliki Ziaka eds.), Studies on Ibadism 

and Oman, vol. 13, Olms Publishing, Hildesheim, London, N.Y., 2019, 375-384. 

 with Niki Papageorgiou “Hinduism in Greece: Historical Reconsiderations, Academic 

Appreciations, and Modern Migration”, in Handbook of Hinduism in Europe (2 vols), 

Leiden: Brill, 2020, 1041-1059. 

 with Stylianos Tsompanidis, “The Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church and 

Interreligious Dialogue”, The Ecumenical Review, Geneva: World Council of Churches, 

2020, 370-384. 

 with Marios Koukounaras Liagkis “Islamic Religious Education and Teaching about Islam 

in Greece,” in Islamic Religious Education. A Comparative Study, ed. by Leni Franken and 

Bill Gend, Routledge, New York, 2021, 162-178.  

 “Europe Islam and Democracy. Seeking answers in an ongoing discussion”, in Giornale di 

filosofia, 1/2021, Jouvence, Milano, 14-17 pages. 

 “Centuries of Christian and Muslim co-existence in parallel public spaces. The role of 

Religious Education in Greece,” in Christians and Muslims in Balkan Public Space, ed. By 

Dale Eickelman and Simeon Evstatiev, Brill, Leiden, 2022, 201-226. 

 

 


